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Transmission

As new electricity generation resources 
are developed and demand increases, our 
grid must expand and adapt
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RTOs

Combine the transmission 
facilities of several transmission 
owners into a single transmission 
ecosystem





RTO: What they do

● Manage power flows on high voltage systems 

across multiple utility service areas

● Dispatch electricity generating units within the 

region to meet demand

● Serve as the platform for wholesale energy 

market transactions

● Manage long-term planning as it relates to 

anticipating energy demand and conditions



RTO: Goals

● Improve Reliability

● Economically Dispatch Resources

● Stabilize Variability in Renewable Energies

● Reduce the Need for Reserves



Western States Market Study

Wider market structures, like what an RTO can accomplish, 
more efficiently dispatch resources. Because of this, it’s 
possible the west could see some savings. However, the 
major trade off is ceding oversight of utilities to the federal 
government, giving up state control.
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